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The world’s oldest St. Patrick’s Day festival was in St. Augustine, Florida,
some 420 years ago.
Boston and New York have long laid claim to being the centres of Irish
immigration that saw the very start of St. Patrick’s Day parades before they had
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even started in Ireland itself with start-up dates of 1737 and 1762 respectively.
In truth, St Augustine in Florida beats them to the mark and is, in fact, home to
the oldest St Patrick’s Day parade in the world. (Waterford in 1903 held the first
St. Patrick’s Day parade in Ireland.)
According to research unearthed in Florida, St Augustine may have well over a
hundred years on Boston and New York, holding its first St Patrick’s Day
celebration in 1600 and its first parade in 1601.
St Patrick’s Day parade in St Augustine was influenced by the Irish priest
Richard Arthur, referred to as San Patricio
“Today, St. Patrick’s Day is one of St. Augustine’s most popular celebrations,
but its early seventeenth-century origins have long been forgotten.”
While St Augustine could prove to be the oldest St Patrick’s Day parade in the
world, as there was no continuation of the parade throughout the past 400
years, Boston and New York could still continue that they are the owners of the
oldest continuous parade.
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March
Birthdays
Kevin McE
Patrick F
Paul B
Catherine F
Patricia D
Enda C
Peter B
Paddy C
Ezelie D
Debbie G
Michael McL
Mary A

The Spring and summer are fast approaching.
Here are some places of interest to visit you can make good use
of your Travel Pass and bring a friend for company.






Dublin City
Kilkenny City
Athlone Town
Wexford Town
Waterford City

SS S

A year after Covid

17/02/2022

It is a beautiful sunny morning on February the 4th , a year has passed
since my days of covid resuscitation , I am grateful to all the nurses and
doctors who saved me in Naas and Tallaght hospitals and my
recuperation in the wonderful Peamount, I now sit by the river with a hot
chocolate watching the swans feeding and preening, the different species
of birds are out and about enjoying the sunshine and hunting for food on
the grass park, and pigeons roam and crows drop in to have a look, a
magpie sits on the chimney stack of the nearest house and flicks his tail
up and down waiting for his partner to join him, a robin flits across the
footpath into the hedgerows and a blackbird follows, it is turning colder
and they are all hungry. I have been out at the grave washing the
headstone ready for a visit by its family on Sunday. I am grateful for the
support of my sisters, daughter, family and friends at my good recovery
and look forward to busy times in the Platinum Clubhouse and
Newbridge Resource centre.
Paul C

Paul C.
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Mother’s Day
You are truly wonderful
You are quite unique
And if I climbed a mountain
And reached the highest peak
I’d never find an equal
To match those caring smiles
And just to see your loving face
I’d walk a million miles
Although I know when I was young
I didn’t always see
All the myriad little things
You planned and did for me
But now that I am older
I can look back and know
The many many reasons
That makes me love you so
That’s why at this special time
I’d simply like to say
I hope you have the very best
Happiest Mothers Day.
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Elizabeth Taylor

When I was young, I remember often seeing Elizabeth Taylor’s photo on the back page
of the Irish Independent with text to say something like she had “jetted in” to Heathrow
from America. The term “jet set” is dated now, but in those days, Elizabeth Taylor was
considered very much part of the jet set.
The press gave great attention to her, in particular her relationship with Richard Burton.
She also played opposite James Dean in the epic drama “Giant”. What about the
unforgettable scene in “Giant” where James Dean’s character Jett Rink makes tea for
Elizabeth Taylor’s character? Apart from that, she and Montgomery Clift were
considered Hollywood’s most beautiful couple.
Dame Elizabeth Rosamund Taylor was born in 1932 in London to American parents. In
1939 she moved with her parents to Los Angeles. When she was only 10, she made her
acting debut in a film called “There’s One Born Every Minute” (1942). She went on to
star in “National Velvet” (1944). She became one of the most popular stars of
Hollywood in the 1950s. She received critical acclaim for her part in “A Place in the
Sun” (1951). In spite of her stardom, she resented studio control of her and did not like
many of the films to which she was assigned.
However, she began receiving more enjoyable roles in the mid-1950s. She starred in a
number of films which were critical and commercial successes. She won a Golden
Globe award for her part in “Suddenly, Last Summer” in 1959. She went on to win an
Academy Award for Best Actress in “Butterfield 8” in 1960.
In the 1960’s, Elizabeth Taylor had an affair with Richard Burton while they were
starring in 11 films together. She won her second Academy Award for her part in
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” in 1966. She and Richard Burton had married in
1964, divorced in 1974, but remarried in 1975. They divorced again in 1976.
Her career went into decline in the late 1960s, although she continued to star in films
until the mid-1970s. In the 1980s, she appeared on stage and in several television films
and series. In 1985, she co-founded the American Foundation for AIDS research. In
1991, she founded the Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation.
Throughout her career, her personal life was the subject of much media attention. She
was married 8 times to 7 men, converted to Judaism, endured several serious illnesses,
and had one of the most expensive private jewellery collections in the world. She died
from heart failure in 2011, at the age of 79. Finally, I would like to acknowledge
“Wikipedia” as the source of much of the material in this article.
Paul K
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Finally, I would like to acknowledge “Wikipedia” as the source of much of the material
in this article.

Old Customs of Lent













Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday; The idea was to use up all the eggs, since nothing as
indulgent as a boiled egg could be eaten over the Lenten weeks.
There was 40 days of fasting and abstinence. Two small portions and one ordinary
meal.
There were no parties There were no showbands or dancing (Showbands went to
England or America to earn money during Lent)
People sacrificed things they liked during Lent
Lots of people went to mass daily and after mass did the stations of the cross.
There was no cinema
There were no weddings during Lent
No meat allowed on Friday or Ash Wednesday, or on good Friday
Parents encouraged the old customs supported by teachers and the Church
No pubs were open on good Friday
Hot cross buns were eaten on Good Friday
On Easter Sunday females wore Easter bonnets

Hot cross buns


Hot cross buns!



Hot cross buns!



One a penny



Two a penny



Hot cross buns!



If you have no daughters give them to your sons



One a penny two a penny hot cross bun!
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Ham and Cheese Omelette
Ingredients
2 teaspoons vegetable oil
4 slices deli ham, chopped into small pieces
2 eggs
2 teaspoons chopped fresh chives, divided
¼ teaspoon salt
freshly ground black pepper to taste
¼ cup shredded Cheddar cheese

Method
Step 1
Heat oil in a skillet over medium heat. Add ham and cook until browned and crispy,
stirring frequently, about 7 minutes.
Step 2
Beat eggs with 1 teaspoon chives, salt, and pepper in a small bowl and add to skillet,
tilting skillet to distribute egg evenly on bottom of skillet. Cook until omelette has set
at the edges. Sprinkle Cheddar cheese on top and fold omelette in half. Flip and cook
until egg is entirely set and cheese inside has melted, 30 seconds to 1 minute. Slide
onto a plate and sprinkle with remaining 1 teaspoon chives.
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Kildare v Dublin
th

4 Round of National Football League
It was billed to be a crucial match for both teams who were without a win in their first three matches.
Kildare were second from bottom on one point having succeeded in getting a draw at home against
Kerry and Dublin were rock bottom with no points .Conditions on the day were far from ideal in front
of a packed all ticket sold out St. Conleth’s park and it was Dublin who got first off the mark with Tom
Lahiff scoring which was followed shortly afterwards by an equalizer from Daniel Flynn.
Kildare and Dublin matched each other point for point with the score level at 4 all coming up to the
half hour mark with Sean Bugler scoring a brace and Ciaran Kilkenny chipping one in for the Dubs as
well. On the Lillywhites side Ben Mc Cormack and Daniel Flynn scored from play and Jimmy Hyland
opened his account with a free.
It was at this point that Kildare got a stranglehold on the game scoring four unanswered points to
leave them leading by 8 points to 4 at half time Jimmy Hyland extended the lead after the break
converting a fine mark which was matched by Sean Bugler scoring his third point from play.
Worryingly on a couple of occasions goalkeeper Aaron O’ Neill went walkabout soloing up the field
which is increasingly becoming part of the modern game. Dean Rock scored a couple of frees for
Dublin and in response Paddy Woodgate scored one of his own to leave the gap at 3 points with 45
minutes on the clock. The crucial score in the game was to come next with Daniel Flynn running in on
goal offloading to substitute Jack Sargent whose shot was deflected onto the crossbar and Jimmy
Hyland pounced to punch the ball into the net.
This was to be the only goal in the game but both sides had opportunities with Kildare doing some
excellent last gasp defending in particular a chance where Shea Ryan cleared the ball of the line in the
first half.
It was at this point Kildare and their supporters started to believe that a historical win was on the
cards against the Dubs for the first time since the Leinster Final of 2000. The pressure seemed to
getting to the Dubs forwards with some wayward shooting from Ciaran Kilkenny and Dean Rock.
Midway through the second half the midfield maestro Kevin Feely came on for Kildare and made an
almost immediate impact making a superb catch which led to a free for Kildare which Jimmy Hyland
converted. With just a couple of minutes left on the clock plus injury time the gap was back at 3 points
.The Kildare goalkeeper Aaron O’ Neill scored a long range free to complete the scoring for Kildare
and when the referee blew the full time whistle it was the home team that emerged victorious by 1-12
to 0-12.One would imagine that the Lillies would have to win at least two of their last three games to
escape the drop to Division 2 but this is definitely a big monkey off our back and Dessie Farrell and
Dublin are in deep trouble.
Hopefully this is a sign of brighter days ahead under Glenn Ryan and his new management team’s
stewardship.

Clive
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About Platinum Clubhouse
Clubhouse is a member run and centred
service, where every individual has
something valuable to contribute to the
clubhouse and to society at large,
irrespective of their diagnosis or level of
function.

The Clubhouse guarantees four main
rights:





We offer members a supportive
environment in which they can work
alongside staff in planning and
operating the Clubhouse.
Members participate in mutually
planned vocational, educational and
social activities.

Platinum Clubhouse
Unit B1, Century Park
Newbridge Industrial Estate
Newbridge
Co Kildare
Ireland
Tel:
+353(0)45433229
Fax:
+353(0)45433206
Mobile: +353 (0)86 0120920
Email: platinumclubhouse@eve.ie
Blog: https://platinumclubhouse.wordpress.com
Web: www.kildare.ie/platinum
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Right to a place to come
Right to meaningful work
Right to meaningful relationships
Right to a place to return

